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them, cried out, " That I may live with you eternally in heaven, I will
die with you on earth." The proconsul being informed of the wonderful
preservation of her chastity, her escape, and desire to die with the martyrs,
ordered her to be taken away from Andrew and Paul and to be beheaded
at a distance, which was accordingly put in execution.

If the martyrs had not been crucified to the world, they would never
have attained to their crowns. There is a love of the world, which though
it be not, either for the matter or the degree of it, criminal enough to
destroy the hopes of salvation, yet abates our vigour, hinders our perfection,
and bereaves us of many degrees of fervour. The indications of this kind
of love of the world are a fondness for the pomp and show of life; too
slavish an exactness in the modes and customs of the world; too quick
a sense of praise, reputation, and pre-eminence; too great an eagerness
to grow rich; too brisk a relish of pleasures; too much diversion; too
great a love of ease; or an uninterrupted pursuit of worldly business,
which extinguishes all gust of virtue and all relish of heavenly things, and
leaves not the mind sufficient leisure or ardour for spiritual duties. These
are symptoms of a soul tainted with a love of the world, which exceedingly
checks the vigour of the mind. The means by which this defect is to be
overcome is frequent meditation on eternal truths. One who has these
deeply imprinted in his heart will have no great taste of the honours,
or the pleasures, or the interests of life; he will never be slothful or re-
miss, but always fervent in spirit serving the Lord; and will have no
emulation but for good works, no ambition but for eternal glory. In the
pursuit of this he will lay out the vigour and strength of his mind, retrench
his profit by alms, deny his pleasure, and rejoice to lead an obscure, mean,
laborious, and crucified life,

The following feasts are celebrated <m May 15 :

ST DYMPNA, virgin, daughter of a pagan Irish king and a Christian mother, who passed to
Antwerp where she was martyred in defence of her chastity: ST GENEBRARD or GENEBERN. martyr,
a-priest who had baptized St Dympna; he followed her in her flight and was beheaded by her
murderers: ST JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE, the most famous Christian educationist of the
seventeenth century; he founded the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools : ST PETER,
ST ANDREW, and their COMPANIONS : and, in the Dioceses of England, OUR LADY OF GRACE.
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ST JOHN NEPOMUCEN, MARTYR

(A.D.  1383)

[From his life, collected by F. Balbin, the Jesuit, published by Papebroke with preliminary
remarks, t. iii. Maij, p. 667; also Benedict XIV, de Canoniz. SS., and his life in French
by F. Mame, Jesuit, printed in Paris in 1741, and St Joan. Nepomuceni vita a Berghaver,
cum figuris. Pragae, 1736, folio.]

THIS servant of God possessed in an eminent degree the virtues of a
perfect anchoret and of a zealous apostle, and by his death merited the